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A measurable barometer that will ensure a focus on sustainability in building 

programmes as well as tender and competitions programmes 

The sustainable development goals barometer is filled out by the client and any involved client advisers in 

order to clarify the client’s profile pertaining to the sustainable development goals, both strategically and 

related to a specific project.  

Each goal in the barometer is graded on a scale of 0 to 5 (where 0 is the centre of the figure and signifies that 

the project does not address the specific goal) and should include a short text answering each of the 17 

questions presented below. A total of 50 points must be distributed in the barometer. The result will show 

how the 17 goals relate to each other, hereby giving an indication of the client and their projects’ profile, 

concerning the sustainable development goals. This is of use to collaborators, suppliers and/or contestants.  

Read more and find examples of goals, sub-goals and criteria, and an empty diagram in jpeg 

format, in the digital version of the SDG Barometer: verdensmålsbarometeret.dk 

 

 

Example 1     Example 2 

 

  

 

 

 

Since building and construction works may have very differing purposes, it is important to 

stress that it is also an option not to score some of the sustainable development goals. 

Goal 1: End poverty; How and to what extent do you address building with social awareness and creating 

public and institutional spaces that provide equal access for everyone? In what way does your building, 

https://verdensmaalsbarometeret.dk/


construction, and/or operational activities help abolish poverty through economically accessible buildings 

that are safe, healthy and resilient? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 2: End hunger; How and to what extent does your building, construction, and/or operational 

activities address the protection of ecosystems and biodiversity, and how does it preserve areas for food 

production? In what way do you support food production that reduces food waste? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 3: Good health and well-being; How and to what extent does your building and/or construction 

projects take into account the users’ safety, health, comfort and well-being? How do you address the risk of 

exposure to communicable diseases and pollution? How and on what level do you use architecture and 

design to create an optimal indoor climate – e.g., daylight, acoustics, and air quality – and create good 

conditions for healthy levels of activity, security, and well-being? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 4: Quality education; How and to what extent does your building, construction, and/or operational 

activities address inclusive educational environments? In what way do your activities promote the 

possibilities for life-long learning for all? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 5: Gender equality; How and to what extent do you strategically and concretely address inclusion 

and equality in the realisation of your building, construction, and/or operational activities? In what ways do 

you ensure that your design and building promotes equality between genders? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation; How and to what extent do you take into account the protection of 

groundwater resources and the risk of flooding, including how to avoid water waste and reducing the 

encroachment of saltwater on freshwater aquifers and bodies, in your building and construction projects? In 

what ways do you take into account health, food production, hygiene, heat and energy production at a 

strategic and concrete level? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 



Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy; How and to what extent does your building, construction, and/or 

operational activities contribute to a sustainable change in how we design? Is it by increasing the energy 

efficiency, production, and possible storage of renewable energy? Is it by choosing materials that are 

produced in terms of energy sustainability? And to what extent can this be seen in your design, user 

involvement, life cycle of your solutions etc., ensuring that your design has low energy consumption and 

adapts to local geographic, climatic and cultural conditions? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth; How and to what extent do you take into account that 

building materials are produced in safe and clean environments, and ensure that there are fair and safe 

conditions in construction and demolition processes that are not overly strenuous for the workers? How do 

you provide a good work environment with orderly pay and working conditions so that better productivity 

and resource utilization, as well as higher quality in building and construction work, are achieved? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure; How and to what extent do you contribute 

strategically and concretely to innovation and finding new, positive solutions in the building and 

construction sector? How do you support future-proof solutions in infrastructure, reuse/recycling and 

sustainable materials? To what extent do you use services, products and systems that pollute less, use less 

energy, produce less waste, and provide solutions that promote the use of new technology? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 10: Reduced inequalities; How and to what extent does your planning and design approach address 

social responsibility, inclusion and access for all? In what ways do you meet the needs for equality in income, 

gender, physical ability, sexual orientation, nationality, social class, ethnicity and religion? How do you 

strategically and concretely address the need for access for all, equal access to societal benefits and the 

possibility of creating a better life? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities; How and to what extent do you strategically and 

concretely promote measures that help to make your building and construction in cities or local areas more 

inclusive, safe, resilient, and adaptive to anticipated climate change? In what ways are you paying special 

attention to the vulnerable parts of society in minimising the environmental impact and promoting housing 

that is economically accessible? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 



Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production; How and to what extent do you strategically and 

concretely address the use of durable and sustainable building components and materials? How do you 

support the possibility of sustainable renovations and circular economy and ensure a reduction of the 

economic, environmental and social costs? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 13: Climate change; How and to what extent do you strategically and concretely address reducing 

climate-changing emissions associated with the construction and operation of your building and construction 

projects? How do you incorporate solutions that are adaptive to the anticipated changes in climate? How do 

you support the design of buildings, local areas and cities so that they emit as little CO2 as possible? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 14: Life below water; How and to what extent do you strategically and concretely address special 

care for buildings and settlements in coastal regions and in fragile aquatic ecosystems? In what ways do you 

ensure protection and support for animals and plants below water? To what extent do you support the 

maintenance of high seawater quality? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 15: Life on land; How and to what extent do you strategically and concretely address urban 

development that minimizes sprawl? In what ways do you ensure biodiversity and the integration of 

landscapes that connect larger ecosystems so that the man-made physical environment is in balance with 

nature?  

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions; How and to what extent do you strategically and 

concretely address democratic values, including the involvement of citizens? In what way do your building 

and construction projects support the upholding of civil, political, economic, social and cultural human 

rights? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 

Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

Goal 17: Partnerships for the goals; How and to what extent do you strategically and concretely address 

the building profession’s cooperation with public and civic institutions, and with users and citizens in order 

to advance the goals for a sustainable future? Which partnerships and forms of tender do you use to promote 

a fair competition through the demand for transparency in relation to partners and stakeholders? 

Our strategic goals:__________________________________________________ Points: _____ 



Our sub-goals: _____________________________________________________ 

Our criteria:_______________________________________________________ 

 

The questions are inspired by The UIA SDG Dhaka Declaration and the Manifest of the Danish Association of 

Construction Clients. 

The barometer is freely available to the building and construction industry, and any use is without the responsibility of 

the Danish Association of Architects and the Danish Association of Construction Clients. 

 

 

 

 

   


