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Architectural Dialogue Between Denmark and Turkey

Inclusive Istanbul Narratives is a collaborative project between the Danish Association
of Architects’ Inclusivity Platform and Istanbul Association of Practicing Architects. The
initiative explores diversity, equity, and inclusivity in architecture through a four-day
study trip to Istanbul, designed and guided by Martine Lynge Lyngesen and Naime Esra
Akin.

The program combines urban walks, workshops, and roundtables to encourage dialogue
and co-creation between Danish and Turkish architects. Structured activities are
balanced with individual exploration of Istanbul's cultural and architectural landscape.

The main objectives are to:

. Foster dialogue on inclusivity in architecture between Denmark and Turkey.

. Provide a participatory platform to create a rich foundation for innovation.

. Strengthen long-term professional and cultural collaboration.

Expected outcomes include a collective visual and textual documentation in Istanbul, an
exhibition/symposium in Denmark, and the establishment of a sustainable network of
professionals committed to inclusive architectural practices.

* The project is non-commercial and relies on the active participation and creative
engagement of architects. Its impact will extend beyond the trip itself, contributing to
a broader Furopean dialogue on diversity and inclusion in architectural culture.

Aim

We call it “Inclusive Istanbul Narratives”, to support a dialogue that will emerge from
encounters between a group of architects from Denmark and Turkey. Designed as a
friendly and enjoyable meeting-environment, the project envisions a participatory
platform built on site-based observations, small-scale studies, and interviews. It seeks
to create a platform where differences form a rich foundation, and forward-looking
architectural ideas can be shared from an egalitarian perspective, departing from the
scenes confronted through the urban walks and talks.

Phases
The study trip consists of three phases:

PhaseT: Preparation
The participating architects will gain foundational knowledge about Istanbul, trip
program, and workshops over an online meeting.

Phase2: Trip to Istanbul
During the trip, the participating architects will collaborate to search for the inclusive
moments, register, and interpret, focusing on the selected routes in Istanbul.

Phase 3: Post-Trip Event

Back in Denmark, an exhibition and a symposium will be held based on the
participating architects’ works, for enlarging the discussion on diversity, equality, and
inclusivity in Architecture.

The Trip

The trip has two main time fragments: 1. Half day of guided compulsory destinations to
play the GAME OF MOMENTS , 2. Half day of /NDIVIDUAL EXPLORATION through
alternative routes. We will organize some alternative routes for the ones who like to
join us, but you can follow the route to Mimar Sinan mosques/bridges/complexes, book
tickets for some specific places like Topkapi Palace dating back to 1478 or Hagia Sofia
dating back to 360.

Program: 14-17 May, 2026 / Istanbul

Day Hour Activity Details Condition

0 Seitling at the hotel istiklal Avenue Optional

First meeting: introduction and
teaming up istiklal Avenue
Game of moments 1: Pera, meaning |{Independence Avenue
“the opposite shore” (across the through arcades (pasaj))
Thursday Golden Hom from the old city) as the |- the Galata Tower -

1 17:00-19:00 | center of Levantine culture Karakoy Compulsory

Individual exploration: Eyup boat tour
08:40-13:00| (Fier Loti-Eyup Sultan-Fener-Balat) Karakoy Port Bullding Optional

Karakoy/Galata Bridge-
New Mosque-Spice
Bazaar-Rustem Pasa
Game of moments 2: Historical Mosque-Kuveloglu Han-
IstanbulWalking, registering and Buyuk Yeni Han- Nuru
Friday talking from Karakoy to the Grand Osmaniye Mosque-

2| 13:00-16:00 Bazaar Grand Bazaar Compulsory
Individual exploration: 1,5 hours of
Bosphorus boat tour for sight-seeing |Kabatas Port Building/
coast promenades, parks, palaces and |Dentur Travel Company-
10:20-12:00 | yali residences 10:30 Optional

Game of moments 3: Asian Istanbul / |Besiktas Port Building -
Saturday Walking, registering and talking from |Uskudar- Kuzguncuk-
3| 13:00-16:00| Besiktas to Moda Kadikoy-Moda sahil Compulsory

Workshop: Select 3 of the registered
pictures and their informative sketches
out of the 3 Game of moments which
express your understanding of
diversity, equality, and inclusivity,
Write a statement/explanation of 100 -
09:00-10:00(200 words Compulsory

Sunday lunch: I
4| 10:00-13:30| discussions / closing Compulsory

44 Departure Optional

s Meeting points will be announced on the preparation meeting

Budget

We aim to have a close team interaction. Therefore, the idea of staying at the same hotel
intent to increase the chance to spontaneously meet each other through the
accommodation. However, the following case is not obligatory; participants can plan
their own stay.

Accommodation:

Group discount was made by a high rated central hotel (The Wings Hotel Pera, Beyogly)
https://thewingshotels.com/pera/

Standard Single Room: 105€/night/breakfast

Standard Double Room: 120€/night/breakfast

Superior Room: 125 €/night/breakfast

Deluxe Room: 130 €/night/breakfast

Flight:

Thursday-Sunday: CPH-Ist (Direct flight takes 3 hours 10 minutes)

Turkish Airlines/around 2000 Dkk

Departure from Copenhagen Kastrup 1025 / arrival to Istanbul Airport 14:45
Departure from Istanbul Airport 16:00 / arrival to Copenhagen Kastrup 18:75

Registration and Attendance

*# Participants must send a formal registration email to Martine Lyngesen
(martine@lyngesen.dk) to receive the unique link and code required for hotel booking
for having the discount. In case you prefer to stay at another hotel, please send Martine
the invoice of the payment.

Ealy bird deadline: This registration must be completed on January 12°, 2026.

Deadlline: January 3¢, 2026.

*Attendance for the core program is strictly limited to 15 architects. Priority will be
given to candidates who demonstrate enthusiasm for active participation and creative
engagement throughout the event.

*Partners or family members are welcome to join the INDIVIDUAL EXPLORATION
components and free-time activities outside of the compulsory program sessions.

Security conditions
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Istanbul is generally safe. Please consult the Foreign Ministry’s 'Rejsevejledning' for
further information: https://um.dk/rejse-og-ophold/rejse-til-udlandet/rejsevejledninger/tyrkiet
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